
Cipher Editor Application 
 
Thank you for your interest in becoming a Cipher editor! Before filling out this application, 
please read the job description at http://www.ciphermagazine.com/editor-job and let us know if 
you have any questions.  
 
Please return your application and a sample of your writing to k_snoddy@coloradocollege.edu 
by the end of the day on May 1st, 2019 (Second Wednesday of eighth block.) We will be in 
touch about further steps in the application, including an editing test and an interview.  
 
Name:  
Pronouns: 
Year:  
Major:  
Phone number:  
E-mail:  
 

1. Why do you want to be a Cipher editor?  
 

2. What is your experience with editing and writing? Please be specific.  
 

3. What recent stories in Cipher have you liked? Why?  
 

4. What kinds of changes—regarding types of articles, layout, art, website, our 
process, etc. —would you like to see in Cipher? What would you like to see stay the 
same?  

 
5. How have you been involved with Cipher in the past? If you have written for us, 

what was the writing process like for you? (Feel free to be critical.)  
 

6. What do you think your strengths are in writing, and how would you help other 
writers cultivate those strengths?  

 
7. What is your own writing process like; in which parts of the process do you 

struggle?  
 

8. Write a short pitch for a Cipher article. It could be something you’d love to write 
but haven’t found time for yet, or maybe something you think is better suited to 
someone else’s style. Tell us a bit about how a prospective writer could go about 
writing this article (research, sources, angle, tone, etc.). 

 
9. Who are some authors you admire? Could be journalists, poets, fiction writers, etc. 

(We’re really just trying to get recommendations.)  
 

10. What are your other time commitments this year and next year?  

http://www.ciphermagazine.com/editor-job
mailto:s_fleming@coloradocollege.edu


 
11. Do you plan to study abroad? If so, when? 

 
 
Please attach at least one sample of your writing which you think demonstrates skills 
relevant to Cipher.  It can be a range of genres—personal narrative, fiction, academic 
writing, or previous journalistic work, to name a few—but it shouldn’t itself be a Cipher 
article. 
 


